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Stephen L. Wood-

In order

to

make

the

names

available for other work, 23 species

of Platypodidae from Central America and British Guiana are described as new to science on the following pages. These species rep-

resent the genera Tesserocerus (1), Cenocephalus (1), Neotrachyostus (1), and Platypus (20). In addition to these new species,
Mecopelmus zeteki Blackman is added to the family and a new
tribe is designated for it; notes on its biology are also included. The
known distribution of Platypus longulus Chapuis is extended, and
the male of Platypus otiosus Schedl is described for the first time.

Mecopelmus

zeteki

Blackman

Washington 46:76-89.
described the genus Mecopelmus. he discussed
its affinities without assigning it definitely to a family group category. Additional material of this curious species is now available, as
well as fragmental biological data on this and related genera, suggesting that Mecopelmus should be included in the Platypodidae
and assigned to a new monobasic tribe, here designated as Mecopelmini. in the subfamily Coptonotinae.

Mecopelmus

zeteki Blackman. 1944, Proc. Ent. Soc.

When Blackman

On December

22. 1963, a long series of this species

was

collected

from a cut woody vine (liana), Serjania sp., along a trail in secondary forest growth at Fort Clayton in the Panama Canal Zone.
The beetles were strictly monogamous. Both adults and larvae
mined the cambium region; there was no indication of fungal
growth in more than 100 tunnels examined.
The host material was from about one-half to two centimeters in
diameter. Entrance holes generally were in exposed areas; there
was no consistent attempt by the beetles to conceal. the entrance in
a crevice, under a piece of bark, etc. When beetles were present in
the tunnel, the entrance hole

was blocked

1.
Part of l)ie field work thai led to the preparation of
from the National Science Foundation, Number GB-5J2.

dea

2
Department of Zoology
('onlribution .No. 29.

either

tliis

article

by the brown
was made

jxjssible

frass

by a grant

and Entomology, Brigham Youiig University, Provo, Utah. Scolytoi-
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or by the posterior end of a beetle. The entrance tunnel extended
through the thin bark to a simple, nuptial cavity that engraved the
wood slightly. This irregular cavity varied from about 1-3 mm.
(rarely as much as 5 mm.) in width and about 10 mm. (rarely as
much as 23 mm.) in length. Its long axis was almost always parallel to the grain of the wood. As many as 40 eggs were scattered indiscriminately in the cavity. In a few tunnels one end of the cavity
was filled by frass, but in these areas eggs were never present.
Larvae were not present in the tunnels, except for a few in the first
instar. Some old abandoned tunnels were available, however, that
contained fully completed larval excavations in the cambiiom region.
The larvae fed communally in the one or two irregular cavities extending with the grain of the wood from the parental chamber.
These increased gradually in width to a maximum of about 5 mm.
and rarely exceeded 20 mm. in length. Only one to three exit holes
were observed from each larval tunnel.

Tesserocerus forceps, n.

sp.

Figs. 1-2

Allied to chapuisii Schedl, but readily distinguished in the male
by the gradually tapered process at the base of declivital interspace
1, not angled at apex, by having only two denticles between the
process on declivital interspace 1 and the lateral terminal process,
these at base of declivity on interspaces 3 and 5, by the longer, more
slender lateral terminal processes, and by the divaricate sutural apex
of the elytra,

with the apical sutural angles extended (not divaricate

and with these angles almost 90 degrees in chapuisii).
Male. Length 7.3 mm., 2.6 times as long as wide; thorax and
ventral areas yellowish-brown, head and posterior third of elytra
moderately dark brown, the color gradually becoming lighter to-

—

ward base

of elytra.

Frons weakly convex above, irregularly flattened below, with a
weak, median impression at lower level of eyes; surface rather dull,
longitudinally substrigose, with rather fine, sparse, shallow punctures; vestiture sparse, inconspicuous.
slightly wider posteriorly,
wide; surface almost smooth except where the
scattered setae insert and in porous area on basal fifth.
Elytra 1.5 times as long as wide; striae distinctly impressed, the
punctures small, sharply outlined, shallow; interspaces without
regular punctures, but with irregularly placed, minute points, 2
widened basally, the minute points subasperate near base. Declivity
oblique, moderately steep; base of declivity armed on interspace 1
by a large, tapered process diverging slightly from suture, its
length from tip to its lateral base 70 percent of length of lateral
terminal process; interspaces 2, 4, and 6 unarmed, 3 and 5 each
with a small denticle, apex of 7 transversely cariniform and extending to base of lateral process; lateral terminal process long, rather
slender, moderately converging, dorsal edge with one very small

Pronotum almost rectangular, very

1.3 times as long as
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tubercle about midway between carina of 7 and apex; sutural apex
divaricate, the apical sutural angles moderately extended posteriorly;
declivity face subshining, with four narrow longitudinal elevations
evidently indicating positions of interstriae, the lateral impressed
areas between them with large, obscure punctures indicated.

—

Length 7.0 mm.; similar to male except frontal imFem.\le.
pression absent; punctured area of pronotum covering basal third;
base of elytral interspace 2 more coarsely asperate; sculpturing of
elytral declivity similar, but all processes not more than half as
large.

Type Locality,

— Pandora, Limon Prov., Costa Rica.
— The male holotype and female allotype were

Type Material.

taken at the type locality on August 23, 1963, by S. L. Wood. They
flight as they hovered above a large, unidentifiable

were taken in
log.

The holotype and

allotype are in

my

collection.

Cenocephalus epistomalis,

n. sp.

Fig. 3

This species evidently is more closely related to pulchellus
Schedl than to other described species, but the relationship does
not apj>ear to be close. The female differs from pulchellus by the
greatly reduced, specialized frontal setae that arise near the bases
of the antennae, by the very unusual punctation of the epistomal

I.

T forceps

rf

2 T forceps

q

5. C.

epistomalis

Figs. 1-6.
1, male, and 2, female of Tesserocerus forceps; 3, head of female
Cenocephalus epistomalis; 4, dorsal aspect of male declivity of N eotrachyostus
obliquus; 5, dorsal aspect and 6, caudal aspect of male Platypus abditulus.
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and by the finer sculpture of the elytral disc and declivity.
male of pulchellus was not at hand for study.
Female.
Length 2.6 nun., 3.4 times as long as wide; color
light brown, the head and declivity darker.
Frons broadly concave from eye to eye from just above epistoma
to vertex, more strongly impressed medially from vertex to center
of concavity; margin between epistoma and concavity appearing
abrupt from eye to eye; the concavity reticulate and bearing above
and below a few rather small setiferous punctures; epistomal area
about equal to width of scape and extending from one antennal
base to the other, flattened, very closely, rather deeply and finely
punctured, the punctures decreasing in size toward concavity, arranged in about three confused ranks; frontal margin adjacent to

region,

A

—

antennal base bearing about 4-6 long, in-curved, hairlike setae, the
two upper ones rather coarse (but less so than in pulchellus); vestiture very fine in concavity, coarser toward vertex, long and rather
conspicuous but not abundant.
Pronotum 1.2 times as long as wide; sides of basal third parallel
then expanded slightly to widest point just in front of middle, then
narrowed slightly to anterior angles; anterior margin almost
straight; surface reticulate, regularly punctured,
the punctures
small, round, rather deep; area of glandular pores entirely absent.
Elytra twice as long as wide; striae and interstriae indicated
below the transparent surface layer, but on surface punctures
scarcely impressed, the punctures appearing moderately large or
small depending upon angle at which light reflects; base of interspace 3 with about 6 small, short, transverse crenulations. Declivity
rather abrupt, very steep, broadly, moderately convex; striae strongly impressed from just before base to a point on declivity not more
than one-fourth the distance from top, the punctures at most very
obscurely indicated; interstriae moderately convex above, very
finely granulate, 3 longer than others, extending almost to middle
of declivity, 7 a little more coarsely serrate and continuing as lateral margin to outer apical angle (serrations much finer than in

margin between obtuse lateral angles straight,
in pulchellus, equal to slightly more than half
(55 percent) the greatest width of elytra.
Male.
Length 2.5 mm.; similar to female except frons flattened and coarsely, irregularly punctured, pronotum more coarsely,
deeply punctured, the punctures larger anteriorly; elytra more
deeply, closely punctured, the punctures confused, except striae 1
indicated; and declivital sculpture coarser and with an acutely elevated subapical ridge extending from lateral angles about half the
distance to suture.
Type Locality.
Mile 10 on the Bartica-Potaro road, British

pulchellus)

;

apical

much wider than

—

—

Guiana.
Host.

—

Licania

Type Material.

sp.

— The

female holotype, male allotype, and 13
paratypes were taken at the type locality from the above host between October, 1948, and March, 1949, collection number 73, by
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One paratype bears the same data except the host
J. Atkinson.
was Pouteria sp. and the collection number was 70. One male paratype is from Rio Damitas, San Jose Prov., Costa Plica, taken on
Februa.^' 18, 1964, at an elevation of 700 feet, from an unidentified
log, by S. L. Wood.
The holotype, allotype, and most of the para types are in the
British Museum (Natural History); some paratypes are in my colD.

lection.

Neotrachyostus

obliquus, n. sp.

Fig. 4

Very similar to putzeysii Chapuis, but readily distinguished in
the female by the broadly impressed frons, and by the absence of
minute tubercles on the elytral declivity of the male.
]VL\LE.
Length 7.5 mm. (male paratype 7.2 mm.), 3.4 times
as long as wdde; color dark brown.

—

Frons transversely concave from eye to eye and from just above
epistomal margin to vertex, with large, very shallow punctures from
just above epistoma to level of middle of eyes; epistomal area slightly raised, reticulate and with about six setiferous punctures; lateral
areas above antennal bases and also median area above middle of
eyes w^ith rather numerous, deep, setiferous punctures, the coarse,
brown setae distinctly shorter than a distance equal to the width of
the eye.

Pronotum 1.1 times as long as wide, wddest at base, distinctly
shallowly constricted about one-third its length from base; anteriorly, minutely strigose-reticulate, posteriorly with
a few minute
points; vestiture restricted to anterolateral angles.

Elytra 2.0 times as long as wide; sides straight, diverging very
slightly to base of declivity, from dorsal profile lateral margins appearing serrate because of about a dozen equally spaced, posteriorly
directed tubercles on interspace 9; elytral base with a sharply raised

margin from suture to interspace 5; striae weakly impressed, both
striae and interstriae on disc impunctate, smooth, shining, except
near declivity striae become somewhat punctate-granulate and increase in width so as to eliminate interspaces 2, 4. and, in part, 6
8, some strial punctures visible on lateral interspaces. Declivity
obliquely truncate; upper margin armed by a blunt spine on interspace 1 projecting posteriorly a distance less than its width, a similar projection on interspace 3 begins a continuous carinate crest extending to apex except for a notch at interspace 4, the crest lower
and \rider after reaching interspace 8; sutural apex with a deep
U-shaped emargination formed by terminal processes, the apical
half of the inner margin of this emargination bearing three rather
large tubercles; declivital surface dull, subgranulose, with shallow
punctures.

and

—

Female.
Length 6.8-7.2 mm., 3.6 times as long as wide; simimale except frontal area from middle level of eye to epistoma
smooth, impunctate; base of elytral interspace 2 roughened (not

lar to
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serrations on interspace 9 reduced; declivity convex,
with a narrow groove just below lateral margin marking off
declivital face, this area bearing about 14 rounded tubercles in two
very indefinite rows in the apparent location of interspaces 1 and 2.
Volcan, Puntarenas Prov., Costa Rica.
Type Locality.
A tree known locally as "Huarumo."
Host.
The male holotype, female allotype, and one
Type Material.
male and one female allotype, and one male and one female paratype were collected at the type locality on December 11, 1963, by
S. L. Wood, from the bole, six inches in diameter, of the above host

asperate)

;

steep,

—
—

—

as

named by

local inhabitants.
All four specimens are in

my

collection.

Platypus abditulus,

n. sp.

Figs. 5-6

This species is closely related to abditus Schedl (types compared
directly), but is distinguished in the male by spine at base of interspace 1 being similar to spine on interspace 3 (not shorter and
blunt as in abditus), by the presence of a smaller, but rounded
spine, on interspace 7, and by the shallow, much wider apical
emargination.

—

Length 3.4 mm. (para types 3.3-3.5 mm.), 3.4 times as
Male.
long as wide; color light brown, the declivity darker.
Frons flattened, subrugosely, coarsely, shallowly punctate, more
finely below bases of antennae. Antenna! scape subtriangularly expanded and bearing a sparse fringe of hair on lower margin.

Pronotum 1.1 times as long as wide; sides constricted just behind middle, widest just behind constriction; surface dull, reticulate, with moderately abundant, small, shallow punctures; median
line indicated on basal third.
Elytra 2.0 times as long as wide, sides straight, almost truncate
behind; basal margin acutely raised to interspace 7. striae impressed
on posterior two-thirds, the punctures very large, shallow, very obscure anteriorly, becoming more distinct posteriorly; interstriae becoming narrowly, continuously carinate on posterior two-thirds of
disc; even numbered interspaces end just before declivital margin,
odd numbered interspaces end in blunt processes, each process not
longer than wide, all apparently of equal length as viewed from
posterior aspect; elytral apex broadly, shallowly emarginate, the
emargination more than four times as wide as deep (about twice as
wide as deep in abditus); declivital face coarsely granulose, and
with rather abundant, small, deep punctures.

Female.

— Not represented.
— Near Moravia. Cartago
—The holotype and

Type Locality.
Type Material.

Prov., G>sta Rica.

five parat^-pes

were

collect-

ed from the type locality on March 11, 1964, at an elevation of
about 1,500 feet from an unidentifiable log.
All six specimens are in my collection.
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exitialis, n. sp.
Fig. 7

is allied to exitiosus Schedl, but is distin^ished by
larger size, by the more coarsely sculptured elytra and by the
presence of three spines on the lateral terminal process (only two in

This species

its

exitiosus).

— Length

4.5 mm. (paratype 4.7 mm.), 3.2 times as long
brown.
Frons broadly planoconcave from vertex to the slightly elevated
epistomal margin; surface coarsely sculptured wdth very large,
moderately deep punctures, those below level of antennal bases

Male.

as wide; color dark

of a few inconspicuous,
areas.
Pronotum 1.1 times as long as wide; sides constricted just behind middle. \\'idest at a point just behind this constriction; surface

somewhat smaller;
scattered setae on

vestiture

consisting

upper marginal

smooth and shining wdth rather numerous,

fine,

deep punctures and

a basal band
of irregular, large, very shallow punctures at base.
Elytra 2.0 times as long as wide; base acutely elevated from
suture to interspace 5; striae moderately impressed, particularly toward decli\^ty, the punctures distinctly impressed; interspaces reticulose-strigose with irregular punctures and fine, sharp tubercles;
the tubercles increasing in size and number toward declivity, 3

more abundant, minute, shallow punctures intermixed,

armed by about 6 broad transverse crenulations; interspaces 1 and
3 carinate on posterior two-thirds of disc, becoming serrate on posterior portion, 5 carinate on posterior half and 7 carinate almost
to base, 1, 3, 5, and 7 each produced into a projecting spine, 3
longest, 1 very slightly longer than 5, 7 shortest, 8 and 9 posteriorly
serrate. Declivital face almost circular, limited above by spines of
interstriae 1 and 3 and laterally and below by three large, blunt
spines of terminal lateral process; the first of these lateral spines
in line with interspace 7, the second in line with interspace 9, the
third is the apex of lateral process.
Femoral shield of metasternum and metepistemum
five rather large, posteriorly directed spines.
Bartica triangle, British Guiana.
Type Locality.

formed by

—
—

—

Poweria engleri (type) and Licania sp. (paratype).
Type Material. The male holotype was collected from its host
at the type locality between October, 1948, and March, 1949. by
D. J. Atkinson. One male paratype was taken 10 miles from Bartica on the Potaro road in British Guiana from its host, during the
above period of time.
Host.

The holotype

is

in the British

Museum;

the paratype

is

in

my

collection.

Platypus schedli,

n. sp.

Fig. 8

This species is closely allied to exitiosus Schedl but is distinguished by its smaller size, by the confluent punctures on striae 1

The Great Basin Naturalist

STEPHEN

52

L.

WOOD

Vol.

XXVI,

Nos. 3-4

and 2, by the less strongly produced spines at base of declivity, and
by the smaller, shallow, less numerous punctures on declivital face.
Male. Length 2.6 mm. (male para types 2.5-2.9 mm.), 3.0

—

times

as

long as wide;

color

light

brown, the elytral declivity

darker.

Frons very shallowly, coarsely rugose-punctate above level of
antennal bases, rather coarsely, deeply, regularly punctured below;
vestiture sparse, inconspicuous, restricted to area of vertex.
Pronotum subquadrate, almost as wide as long, feebly constricted
just behind middle, very slightly wider near base; surface smooth
and shining, with sparse, fine punctures and minute points, except
base with a band of coarse shallow punctures from side to side and
extending with finer punctures anteriorly along median line to a
point about a third the length of the pronotum from base.
Elytra 1.7 times as long as wide, posteriorly tapered on apical
third to the rather broad, 4-pronged apex; basal margin acutely ele-

vated from suture to interspace 6; striae impressed, the punctures
rather large and posteriorly on 1 and 2 confluent; interspaces with
a few scattered punctures, 1-3 convex, 1 and to a lesser extent 3
carinate toward declivity, 2 and 4 eliminated before declivity; base
of 3 armed by two broad transverse crenulations; interspaces 1, 3,
and 5 armed by spines that project slightly behind (less than in
7

9.

exitialis

angustatulus

10,

longior

I.

simpliciformis
12

longius

Figs. 7-12.
Platypus spp. males: 7, exitialis declivity; 8, schedli declivity;
angustatulus dorsal aspect; 10, longior dorsal aspect; 11, simpliciformis dorsal
aspect of declivity; 12, longius dorsal aspect of declivity.
9,
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exotiosus), almost equal in length. Declivity rather steep, shallowly
sulcate near interspace 2, the surface granulose, the punctures
rather small, shallow, moderately abundant; terminal process near
suture, acute, and with an equally prominent lateral process that
from above appears acute, from lateral view, quadrate; interspaces
6-9 unarmed.
Femoral shield on metasternum and metepisternum formed by
three rather large, posteriorly directed teeth.
Female.
Length 2.9 mm. (paratypes 2.8-3.0 mm.), 3.2 times
as long as wide; similar to male except elytral striae not impressed,
the punctures small, feebly indicated, interstriae smooth and imj)unctate, except roughened near declivity; declivity convex, moderately steep, armed only by about a dozen rounded granules, and
femoral shield with one small spine on metepisternum.
Manaka, British Guiana.
Type Locality.

—

—
— Eschweilera sagotianum.
Type M.ateri.\l. —The male holotype,
Host.

female allotype, and 49
paratypes were collected at the type locality from the above host
between October, 1948, and March, 1949, by D. J. Atkinson, collection No. 1 7. Additional paratypes, all from British (luiana, taken in
the same period from the same host by the same collector included:
7 from MorabaUi (No. 29); 1 (No. 43) at light from mile 12, and 1
(No. 74) from mile 10 on the Batrica-Potaro road; 18 from Batrica
triangle (1 extracted from Catostemma sp., 1 from Eperua falcata,
the host not indicated for the others); 64 from the Ikuribisi (No.
46). One other male paratype in the Schedl collection is labeled
Guyana Franciase, Passoura 9.
The holotype. allotype, and most of the paratypes are in the
British Museum (Natural History). Other paratypes are in
collection and in the Schedl collection.

my

Platypus longulus Chapuis
Platypus longulus Chapuis, 1865, Monographic des Platypides,

p.

158.

This species, previously known from Mexico and Guatemala,
was collected in Costa Rica from Rio Damitas, San Jose Prov.,
August 14. 1963, and Gromaco Plantation on the Rio Goto Brus,
Puntarenas Prov., July 22, 1963, by S. L. Wood. Additional specimens were also collected in British Guiana between January and
March, 1949, by D. B. Fanshawe, at the Bartica triangle, from
Kairobali, and between October. 1948, and March, 1949, by D. J.
Atkinson, at mile 10 on the Bartica-Potaro road, from Tapirira
marchandii; at Ikuribisi from Eschweilera sagotianum; and at
Manawa from Ocotea rodiaei.

Platypus otiosus Schedl
Platypus otiosus Schedl, 1936, Arch.

A

Inst.

Biol.

Veg. Rio de Janeiro 3:100.

long series of this species was collected three miles west of El
Salto. Ehirango, Mexico, from large Quercus logs. Both sexes were
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many of the newly formed tunnels. A female of this
was compared directly to the unique female type of otiosus,
both by K. E. Schedl and by myself, and found to be identical in all
respects. Because the male previously was unknown, a brief descrij>-

present in
series

presented below.
A representative of Chapuis' Platypi caudati; evidently
allied to angustatus Chapuis than to other known species, but declivity very different.
Length 5.2-5.7 mm. Frons very coarsely, closely, deeply punctured; lacking the transverse striation and the small excavations
near antennal bases of female. Pronotum similar to that of female,
except completely devoid of the very large, median pores. Elytra
with striae and strial punctures more strongly impressed, the surface more nearly shining. Declivity vsdth interspaces 1, 2, 4, 6, and
9 unarmed except by one or more fine tubercles; 3 with a large
projecting process, its base extending almost half the distance down
the declivity. 5 strongly elevated projecting only slightly, its base
extending only slightly down declivity, 7 moderately elevated,
sharply but not strongly produced, its base extending only slightly
beyond declivital base, 8 bearing a moderately large, sharpened
tubercle, its base at base of declivity as seen from above; apices of
spines on interspaces 3, 5, 7, and 8 almost in a straight line. Lateral
apical process longer and more slender than other species of this
group, its apex ending in three acute spines.
tion

is

—

Male.
more closely

Platypus

occipitis, n. sp.

Allied to occipitalis Chapuis, but distinguished in the male by
the subconcave frons, by the more coarsely punctured prothorax,
by the subcarinate elytral interspaces on the disc, and by the more
strongly elevated, posteriorly serrate interspace 9.
Male.
Length 4.1 mm. (paratypes 4.0-4.2 mm.), 2.8 times as

—

long as wide; color light brown.
Frons flattened to vertex, with median half from level of middle
of eye to epistoma shallowly concave; concave area reticulate and
with rather large, circular punctures, upper area with large, shallow, partly confluent, reticulate punctures indicated; vestiture inconspicuous, short.
Pronotum as wide as long, sides rather deeply constricted at
middle, a deep cavity formed at its posterior extremity in uppermost pleural region; surface subreticulate, with shallow, moderately
lar^e and small punctures intermixed.
Elytra about 1.6 times as long as wide (estimate, elytra spread);
el}i;ral striae rather strongly impressed, the punctures large, confluent, scarcely indicated; interspaces convex except at base, carinate
on posterior half to declivital margin. Declivity convex; interspaces
1-9 equally subserrate, 9 very slightly more strongly elevated and
continued to junction with 5, the low. acute ridge ascending slightly
and continuing to 3 then descending abruptly to sutural apex (similar to occipitalis but all characters more strongly developed). Vesti-
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ture largely restricted to declivity, consisting of short bristles almost
equal in length to distance between rows of bristles.
Last visible abdominal sternum armed by a pair of large, blunt,

cone-shaped processes.
Female. Similar to male except the elytral interspaces convex,
but not carinate, the declivity simple, and the abdominal spines

—

absent.

—
Material. —The

Type Locality.
Host.

—

Ikuribisi, British

Guiana.

Pouteria guianensis.

Type
male holotype. female allotype and 6
parat}^es were taken at the type locality from the above host between October, 1948, and March, 1949, by D. J. Atkinson, collection
No. 53. An additional female para type, probably from this same
series, is labeled "British Guiana, 1948-1949, D. J. Atkinson."
The

Museum

and some paratypes are in the British
(Natural History), other paratypes are in my collection.

holotyi>e, allotype

Platypus angustatulus, n.

sp.

Fig. 9

Allied to mulsanti Chapuis, but larger and more slender, the male
distinguished from that species by the less strongly elevated
declivited interspaces, by the discontinuation of elevations on interspaces 3 and 5 on the declivital face, and by the more strongly elevated, more coarsely serrate, declivital interspace 9; the female frons
more shallowly concave and more finely punctured.
Male.
Length 5.5 mm. (male paratype 5.7 mm.), almost four
times as long as wide; color very dark brown, almost black.
Frons flattened from vertex to epistoma, the lower third weakly
impressed in median area; surface with large, close, irregularly
shaped, shallow punctures, appearing somewhat rugulose above,
more finely sculptured below antennal bases, the epistoma almost
smooth; vestiture short, inconspicuous.
Pronotum 1.2 times as long as wide, rather strongly constricted
well behind middle; surface densely punctured, the punctures minute, shallow, irregular in shape, largely suppressed near anterior

is

—

margin.
Elytra 2.6 times as long as wide; striae weakly if at all impressed, the punctures small, mostly elongate, rather strongly impressed; interspaces more than twice as wide as striae, obscurely
subreticulate, with fine, scattered punctures; elytral bases acutely
elevated from suture to interspace 5. Declivity not steep, convex to
bases of terminal processes; interspace 1 feebly elevated and armed
by 2-4 fine, setiferous tubercles above, reduced on lower half, 2 reduced throughout but bearing a few fine granules, 3 rather strongly
raised on upper third, with about two small, setiferous tubercles on
its summit, reduced below. 5 and 7 convex on upper third, each
armed by about 3 setiferous tubercles, 8 elevated, the strong elevation continuing to apex of lateral apical process, its summit serrate;
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terminal process short, blunt, rather broad. Vestiture confined to
declivity, consisting of short, stout bristles, each bristle shorter
distance between rows of bristles, and several longer setae on
of lateral processes.

than
apex

—
—

Ten miles southeast of Cartago on the PanType Locality.
American Highway, Cartago Prov., Costa Rica.
Type Material.
The male holotype was collected at the type
locality from an unknown log 14 inches in diameter on July 29,
1963, by S. L. Wood, at an elevation of 5,600 feet. One male paratype was taken from the same log on September 24, 1963.
Both specimens are in

my

collection.

Playtpus longior,
Fig.

n. sp.

10

This species is more closely allied to angustatulus Wood (above)
than to other known species, but is readily distinguished by the almost complete suppression of pronotal punctures, by the rather
strongly elevated alternate interspaces on the elytral declivity, and
by the narrower terminal elytral processes that are serrate only at
their bases.

—

Male.
Length 4.9 mm., 3.7 times as long as wide; color very
dark brown.
Frons flattened, weakly impressed in median area below, rather
coarsely punctured throughout, becoming rugose above level of antennal bases; vestiture sparse, inconspicuous.
Pronotum L2 times as long as wide; lateral constriction just behind middle, abrupt, rather short; surface subshining, minutely irregular, not clearly punctured although obscure, suppressed punctures evident; glandular pores not evident.
Elytra 1.3 times as long as wide; disc as in angustatulus. Declivity much as in angustatulus but with interspaces 1, 3, 5, and 7
rather strongly elevated, the elevations not descending abruptly behind except on 3, elevation on 3 also slightly more prominent than
the others, 5 and 7 more distinctly serrate; 8 less strongly elevated
than in angustatulus, finely serrate, the terminal lateral processes
narrower. Vestiture confined to declivity, very slightly longer than
in angustatulus.
Length 5.0 mm., 3.7 times as long as wide; similar
Female.
to male except pronotum subreticulate, with minute, shallow punctures, and with a pair of minute glandular pores one-third the
length of pronotum from base (at anterior end of impressed median
line); elytral declivity simple.
Ten miles southeast of Cartago on the PanType Locality.
American Highway, Cartago Prov., Costa Rica.
Type Material.- The male holotype and one female paratype
were collected at the type locality on July 29. 1963, and the allotype at the same locality, on July 3, 1963, by S. L. Wood, from the
same log that contained the type series of angustatulus.
All three specimens are in my collection.

—

—

—
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Fig.
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n. sp.
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This species is more closely allied to coronatus Schedl than to
other known species, but it is not closely related. From coronatus
it is readily distinguished by the much smaller size and, in the male,
by the similar sculpturing of all declivital interspaces.

—

Length 5.0 mm., 3.3 times as long as wide; color dark
Male.
brown.
Frons shallowly, broadly, transversely concave from epistoma to
vertex; epistoma almost smooth and shining, becoming punctaterugulose above level of antennal bases; vestiture fine, inconspicuous.
Pronotum 1.1 times as long as wide; the lateral constriction
long, shallow; surface subreticulate, subshining, with fine, shallow,
sparse punctures.

Elytra 2.1 times as long as wide; striae impressed, the punctures
rather large, mostly confluent; interspaces twice as wide as striae,
broadly convex toward base, narrowly rounded (almost costiform)
at base of declivity, the punctures very minute, sparse, irregular.
Declivity convex; striae deeply, abruptly impressed, the punctures
largely suppressed except for transverse lines at bottoms of strial
grooves; interstriae narrowly elevated, slightly narrower than striae,
not higher than wide. 1-8 similarly sculptured, each with a sparse
row of regularly spaced, posteriorly directed, fine, pointed tubercles,
those on 8 and 9 larger, appearing serrate; all interspaces tend to
converge toward, but end short of lateral terminal process; lateral
process short, about as in coronatus, but with two very small dentations on lateral margin and one small tubercle near center of face;
punctures of striae 1 distinct to near apex.

— Tapanti, Cartago
Costa
— The unique male holotype was

Type Locality.
Type Material.

Prov.,

Rica.
collected at

by S. L. Wood, at an elevaPhoebe mexicana that was about

the type locality on October 24, 1963,
tion of 4,000 feet, from a limb of
4 inches in diameter.

The type

is

in

my

collection.

Platypus longius,

n. sp.

Fig. 12

This species is closely related to longulus Chapuis, but is distinguished in the male by the more strongly elevated interspace 3, by
the suppression of the elevations on interspaces 1 and 3 on the lower declivity, by the more coarsely serrate interspaces 7 and 8, and
by the longer terminal processes; the female differs from longulus
by the presence of a pair of small glandular pores on the basal half
of the pronotum, and frons bearing conspicuous tufts of hairlike
setae.

—

Length 4.6 mm. (male para types 4.6-5.0
Male.
times as long as wide; color very dark brown.

mm.),

3.5

.
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Frons flattened, median area slightly impressed below; surface
finely, closely granulate; vestiture sparse, inconspicuous.
Pronotum 1.1 times as long as wide; lateral constriction abrupt,
rather deep; surface dull, with numerous, close, fine punctures and

minute pores; glandular pores absent.
Elytra 2.3 times as long as wide; disc as described above for
angustatulus Declivity convex; interspace 1 rather weakly, narrowly elevated on upper half and bearing several serrations, 2 reduced to a fine line on declivity, 3 more strongly elevated and serrate than 1, not at all elevated on lower half, 4-6 not elevated but
subserrate, 7 moderately elevated and with about three rather
coarse serrations, 8 rather strongly elevated and coarsely serrate to
base of terminal process; terminal process long and slender, distinctly longer than its basal width, with one small spine on its upper
apical extremity, and one or more fine serrations laterally.
.

—

Female.
Length 5.0 mm.; similar to male except frons with a
pair of rather dense tufts of long hair, the area covered by each Luft
extending ventromesad from inner angle of eye about two- thirds of
distance to median line; pronotum with a pair of glandular pores
two-fifths of pronotum length from base; and elytral striae not impressed, the declivity simple.
Volcan Pacaya, Esquintla Prov., Guatemala.
Type Locality.

—
Type Material. — The male holotype, female

allotype,

and

five

para types were collected at the type locality on June 1, 1964, by
S. L. Wood, at an elevation of about 4,000 feet, from an unknown
log. Two additional paratypes and two other males without head
and prothorax were taken at Cerro Pena Blanca, Honduras, on
April 23, 1964, by S. L. Wood, at an elevation of 6,000 feet, from a
limb of Quercus tomentocaulis

The type

series is in

my

collection.

Platypus

liraticus, n. sp.
Fig.

13

This species is closely related to Uratus Blandford. but the male
readily distinguished by the more deeply impressed discal striae,
with the punctures larger and regular, by the narrower, more
strongly elevated, discal interstriae, by the more strongly developed
lateral terminal elytral processes, and by the absence of tubercles
on the lower third of declivital interspace 1.

is

—

Length 6.9 mm. (male paratype 6.5 mm.), 3.1 times
Male.
as long as wide; color reddish-brown becoming darker posteriorly,
the declivity almost black.
Frons very weakly, broadly concave from eye to eye and from
epistoma to vertex; closely, shallowly, very coarsely punctured;
vestiture sparse, inconspicuous.

Pronotum as wide as long; surface mostly reticulate with rather
numerous, small and minute punctures intermixed; median line indicated on basal third.
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Elytra 1.8 times as long as wide; disc as in liratus except striae

more deeply impressed, the punctures on

1

and 2

larger, in definite

rows, very close (almost contiguous), the interstriae narrower and
more nearly carinate. Declivity similar to but more gradual than
in liratus., interspace 1 elevated and narrowly convex on upper
(5 tubercles) on middle third, flattened and with a
few pimctures on lower third; 2 narrowed, with two fine tubercles
near base, impressed below; 3 similar to 1 except lower third continues to lateral process; 4-8 narrowly convex to declivital base, each
ending in a tubercle and followed by a series of two to four tubercles of equal size, ending just before lateral process; lateral terminal process much more prominent than in liratus, with a low,
acute ridge extending from this process two-thirds of the distance
toward sutural aj>ex, the median marginal pair of tubercles below
third, serrate

this ridge.

— Rio Damitas, San Jose
Rheedia
Material. — The male holotype and

Type Locality.

Prov., Costa Rica.

Host. —

edulis.

Type
one male allotype
were taken at the type locality from the above host on February 18,
1964, at an elevation of 700 feet, by S. L. Wood.
Both specimens are in my collection.
Platypus chiriquensis,

n. sp.

Fig. 14

This species

is

closely allied to lafertei Chapuis, but

is

readily

by the much larger size and, in the male, by the subconcave frons, by the regular striae 1 and 2, by the sparsely punctured interspace 2, and by the much larger lateral spines on elytral
distinguished

apex.

Male.

—

Length

7.8

mm.

(male paratypes 7.5-8.0 mm.),

3.1

times as long as wide; color black.

Frons moderately concave from eye to eye from epistoma to verminutely rugose-reticulate and deeply, rather coarsely,
closely punctured; vestiture inconspicuous.
Pronotum 1.1 times as long as wide; constriction moderately
deep, short; surface dull, minutely, rather sparsely punctured, the
punctures slightly larger at base and near anterior margin.
tex; surface

Elytra 2.1 times as long as wide; striae weakly impressed, the
punctures small, regular, impressed; interspaces 1, 3, and 5 much
wider. 2, 4, and 6 much narrower than normal, all with sparse,
minute, irregularly placed punctures. 2-5 with a few pointed granules at base.

Declivity gradual,

its

surface rugose-reticulate, dull;

with four widely spaced, moderately large, pointed
tubercles, 3 with two or three, 5 with one or two and 7, 8. and 9
with one or more similar tubercles, those near top of declivity tending to be larger; posterolateral angles only slightly produced beyond
sutural apex, bearing on the outer apical angle two pair of spines
arranged as in lafertei but much larger, two minute teeth between
interspace

1
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i4 chiriquensis

brevicornis

vegestus

Figs.

13-17.

liraticus declivity; 14,
Dorsal aspect of Platypus males: 13,
15, brevicornis; 16, vegestus declivity; 17, eugestus de-

chiriquensis declivity;
clivity.

median spine and
straight, not

suture; posterior

angled as in

—

margin adjacent

to suture

almost

lafertel.

Female.
Length 8.0 mm., 3.5 times as long as wide; similar
male except lateral area of frons between antennal bases and
middle level of eye rather strongly impressed, the impression on each
side subcircular, abruptly margined laterally and above; pronotum
surface satin smooth, with longitudinally etched, minute points, the
median line indicated on basal third and with a patch of glandular
pores on each side of its anterior end, each patch consisting of 8 or
to

9 rather small pores; striae impressed, the punctures small, obscure;
elytral interspaces not noticeably unequal in width; declivity
simple.

—

Type Locality.
Near Cerro Punta, Chiriqui Prov., Panama.
(Labeled Volcan Chiriqui.)
Hosts.
Ochroma sp. (type), and Inga sp. (allotype).
The male holotype and three paratypes were
Type Material.
taken from a balsa log {Ochroma sp.); the female allotype and
three paratypes, from the base of a small Inga tree; and seven other
paratypes. from unidentified logs and stumps. All were collected at
the type locality on January 11, 1964, at an elevation of about
5,500 feet, by S. L. Wood.
The type series is in my collection.

—

—
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Platypus hrevicornis.
Fig.

61

n. sp.

15

Although the relationship

is remote, this species is more closely
(Fabricius) than to other known species. The
male resembles the female of jlavicornis much more closely than it
does the male. It differs from all others in this species group by the
very short, abrupt declivity on which the elevated interspace 3 (as
seen from above) extends to the posterior margin.

allied to jlavicornis

Male.

— Length

5.1

mm.,

3.9 times as long as wide; color

mod-

erately dark brown.

Frons flattened, with feeble impressions near center and on lower half; surface closely granulate, more nearly punctured toward
epistoma; vestiture sparse, inconspicuous.

Pronotum

1.1

mm.;

lateral

constriction deep, abrupt;

surface

very finely, closely punctured, the numerous punctures irregular in
size and shape; glandular pores absent.
Elytra 2.3 times as long as wide; striae weakly impressed at
base, stronger toward declivity, the punctures moderately large,
deep; interstriae about one and one-half times as wide as striae, surface very minutely, densely punctate and with a few widely spaced,
fine punctures.
Declivity short, subvertical, the general contour
about as in female jlavicornis; interspace 1 not elevated, bearing
about four small, pointed tuberdes at upper margin, 2 similar to 1
but with only one or two fine granules, 3 rather broadly, strongly
elevated, apex of elevation projecting slightly and interrupting posterior profile of elytra (as seen from above), 4-9 convex, ending at
declivital base but 4 and 6 shorter than others, 4-9 each with a fine
granule just behind its apex, 9 elevated to apical process, its summit
armed by about seven moderately coarse teeth; lateral apical process
short, more slender but similar in length and perhaps sculpture to
female jlavicornis.
Abdominal segment 3 armed by a pair of widely spaced, large,
conical spines; segment 4 bearing a pair of very small, similar spines.

—

Female.
Length 5.3 mm.; similar to male except frons somewhat more coarsely sculptured; declivity unarmed, interspace 3
wider and more strongly convex above; lower face of declivity
vertical, bearing more than a dozen very small, rounded granules;
costal margins of elytra near declivity finely serrate; abdominal
segments unarmed.

Type Locality.
Rica.

Host.

—

Villa Mills near Cerro de la Muerte, Costa

— Brunellia
— The male holotype,

Type Material.

costaricensis.

female allotype, and 21
paratypes were collected at the type locality on August 1, 1966,
at an elevation of 10,000 feet, by S. L. Wood, from a Yog presiuned
to be the above host. One male paratype was taken at elevation
7,800 feet on the Pan-American Highway about 15 miles northwest
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Cerro de la Muerte, San Jose Prov., Costa Rica, on August
1963, from a 24 inch log of the above host.

of

The

holotype,

allotype,

and paratypes are in

Platypus annexus,

my

6,

collection.

n. sp.

Fig. 20

This species belongs to Schedl's Platypi complanati. It is not
similar to any described species, but it is allied to the manuscript
species adnexus in the Schedl collection. The male of this species
differs from Schedl's, however, by the more sharply, deeply punctured frons, by the shorter declivital elevation on interspace 1, the
elevation on interspace 3 longer, higher, and descending gradually
behind, and by the shorter lateral apical angles of the elytra (not
curved ventrad as much as in adnexus).
Male.
Length 3.0 mm. (male paratypes 2.8-3.1 mm.), 4.3
times as long as wide; color light brown.
Frons flattened from epistoma to vertex; surface smooth below
level of antennal bases and somewhat coarsely, closely, deeply
punctured, strongly reticulate and finely, regularly, but sparsely
punctured above; vestiture sparse, inconspicuous.
Pronotum 1.3 times as long as wide; lateral, constriction deep,
abrupt; surface substrigose-reticulate in anterior and posterior areas,
shining in middle; median line indicated on basal third, with a pair
of very large glandular pores near its anterial end, each pore onefourth as wide as antennal club.

—

Elytra 2.6 times as long as wide; striae 1 weakly, others not at
impressed, the punctures small; interstriae smooth with numerous minute points, no regular punctures. Declivity broad, rather
shorit, moderately steep; striae impressed near declivity above, not
indicated below; interstriae 1-6 carinate at declivital base, 1, 3. and
5 elevated, 5 weakly elevated, 1 more strongly raised than 5, 3
more strongly, broadly elevated than 1, all descend gradually behind, 2 and 4 end before 1 and 5, 3 longer than others and extending almost to middle of declivity; truncate posteriorly (as seen from
above), the lateral terminal processes extending scarcely beyond
suture; interspace 8 elevated to lateral apical process, its summit
armed by about four pointed tubercles; declivital face granulosereticulate, with obscure, scattered punctures.
all

—

Similar to male except upper area of frons more
Female.
coarsely punctured; pronotal glandular pores slightly larger; elytral
declivity without elevations or impressed striae, the face abruptly
declivous, subvertical; subtruncate behind, the lateral angles less

prominent.
Type Locality.

— Tapanti, Cartago Prov., Costa Rica.
— Quercus
Type Material. — The male holotype. female allotype and one
Host.

sp.

male paratype were collected at the type localit}' from the above
host on July 2, 1963. at an elevation of 4,000 feet, by S. L. Wood.
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Two

additional paratyj)es bear similar data except they

on October 24, 1963, from an unidentifiable

The type

series

is

in

my

63

were taken

log.

collection.

Platypus vegestus,
Fig.

n. sp.

16

This species belongs to Schedl's Platypi complanati, but it is not
closely related to any known species except eugestus Wood described
below. From eugustus it is readily distinguished by the smaller size
and by the narrow V-shaped notch at sutural apex of the elytra.
Male.
Length 3.3 mm. (male pvaratypes 3.0-3.4 mm.), 4.6
times as long as wide; color brown.
Frons flattened from epistoma to vertex, slightly impressed just
above epistoma; surface dull, rugose-reticulate, rather coarsely,
deeply punctured below, punctures smaller and shallow above; vestiture sparse, inconspicuous.

—

Pronotum 1.3 times as long as wide; lateral constriction very
deep, abrupt; surface reticulate except in limited lateral areas, the
punctures varying from fine to rather coarse, rather deeply impressed median line indicated on basal two-thirds, with a pair of
large glandular pores near its middle, each pore about one-fifth as
great as width of antennal club.
Elytra 2.8 times as long as wide; striae feebly impressed, the
punctures moderately large, moderately impressed, elongate, on
striae 1 partly confluent; interstriae about one and one-half times
as wide as striae, with rather numerous minute points and no punctures. Declivity almost nonexistent, descending only slightly before
apex; striae slightly impressed in declivital area, all striae and
interstriae end before apex, declivital area rugose-reticulate, with a
few minute, scattered tubercles in declivital area as remnants of
interstriae, interspace 2 narrow, 3 rather wdde, 8 raised and continued to lateral apical angle, summit of this crest bearing about
five rather course serrations; sutural apex with a rather deep
V-shaped notch, the notch slightly wider than deep and occupying
about 30 percent of elytral wddth at apex, margin of notch marked
by a small tubercle; lateral apical angle curved ventrad, extending only slightly beyond the truncated elytral apex.
Type Locality.
Elevation 7.800 feet on the Pan-American
Highway about 15 miles northwest of Cerro de la Muerte, San Jose
Prov., Costa Rica.
Host.
BruneUia costaricensis.
The male holotype and one male paratype
Type Material.
were taken at the tj-pe locality from the above host on August 6,
1963. by S. L. Wood. Four additional male para types were taken
10 miles southeast of Cartago on the Pan-.\merican Highway, Cartago Prov.. Costa Rica, on October 24, 1963. at an elevation of 5,600

—

—

feet,

—

from an unidentified

The type

series

is

in

log,

my

by

S.

L.

collection.

Wood.
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n. sp.

Fig. 17

This species is allied to vegestus Wood, described above, but it is
readily distinguished by its larger size, and by the broad U-shaped
notch at the sutural apex of the elytra.
Male.Length 4.2 mm. (male paratypes 4.2-4.4 mm.), 4.2
times as long as wide; color dark brown.
Frons flattened from eye to eye from epistoma to vertex, feebly,
transversely concave below; surface reticulate below, rugose-reticulate above level of antennal bases, the punctures rather coarse and
deep below, rather fine and shallow above; vestiture sparse, inconspicuous.
Pronotum 1.2 times as long as wide; lateral constriction deep,
abrupt; sur'face very finely strigose-reticulate, with minute points
and moderately abundant, small punctures; median line indicated
on basal half, with a pair of moderately large glandular pores in
usual position about one-third length of pronotum from base, each
pore about one-sixth as great as width of antennal club.

—

Elytra 2.6 times as long as wide; striae weakly impressed on disc,
declivity, the punctures rather small, mostly
impressed on basal half, obliterated toward declivity; interstriae
about one and one-half times as wide as striae, with numerous minute points, regular punctures absent, basal parts of interspaces 1
and 2 reticulate. Declivity as described above for vegestus except the
tubercles at ends of interspaces, at apical margin of sutural notch,
and laterally on interspace 8 from declivital base to lateral apical
angle distinctly larger, and apical sutural notch broadly U-shaped.

more strongly near

—

Length 4.4 mm.; similar to male except frons
Female.
more deeply, uniformly punctured; elytral disc more nearly

a

little

reticulate; strial punctures less distinctly impressed; and declivity short,
steep, subvertical, simple, the face bearing scattered tubercles.

— Vol can Irazu, Cartago Prov., Costa Rica.
— Quercus (type), and BruneUia costaricensis (paraMaterial. — The male holotype, female allotype, and

Type Locality.
Hosts.
type).

Type

sp.

three paratypes were taken at the type locality on July 13, 1963, at
an elevation of 7,000 feet, from the bole of a large cut oak, by S. L.
Wood. One paratype was taken near Cerro de la Muerte, San Jose
Prov., Costa Rica, on August 6. 1963, at 7,800 feet, from BruneUia
costaricensis. One other paratype was taken at Volcan Poas, Heredia
Prov., Costa Rica, on July 14, 1963, from an unidentified, large log.
collection.
The type series is in

my

Platypus prenexus,

n. sp.

Fig. 21

This species belongs to Schedl's Platypi complanati. It superficialresembles annexus Wood, described above, but probably represents a distinct subgroup. From annexus it differs by the absence of

ly^
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glandular jKjres on the pronotum and, in the male, by the abruptly
angled, vertical lower half of the elytral declivity, and by the lateral
terminal processes of the elytra extending well beyond the apex of
the elytral suture. The armature on abdominal sternum 3 suggests
a relationship with hiporus Blandford.

—

M^LE.
Length 3.4 mm. (male paratypes 3.4-3.7 mm.), 4.3
times as long as wide; color very dark brown.
Frons feebly convex above antennal bases, rather strongly, transversely impressed above epistoma; entire surface including punctures rugose-reticulate, with rather large, close, shallow punctures;
vestiture sparse, inconspicuous.
Pronotum 1.2 times as long as wide; lateral constriction deep,
abrupt; surface subshining, punctures small and minute intermixed,
very abundant, close; glandiilar pores absent.
Elytra 2.3 times as long as wide; striae 1 moderately, others
weakly impressed, the punctures, except near declivity, rather small,
impressed; interstriae about one and one-half times as wide as striae,
smooth, except for rather abundant very minute points; a moderately large, deep cavity at base of interspace 4 and median half of 5.
Decli\dty rather gradually descending to middle then vertical on
lower half; interspace 1 with a narrowly convex elongate elevation
on upper fourth, 2 reduced to a fine line, 3 broadly, strongly elevated to middle, projecting slightly so as to interrupt posterior profile.
4-7 moderately convex, ending before 3, 9 raised to lateral apical
process and armed by a few very fine serrations; lateral processes
as seen from above rather stout, extending slightly beyond suture;
subvertical area of declivity rugose-reticulate, unadorned.
Abdominal sternum 2 armed by a pair of large, widely spaced,
elongate, blunt spines; more closely spaced and more slender than
in biporus.

—

Female.
Length 3.7 nun.; similar to male except epistomal
impression not as strong; elytral disc more nearly reticulate; elytral
unarmed; abdominal sternum 3 unarmed.
Ten miles southeast of Cartago on the PanAmerican Highway, Cartago Prov., Costa Rica.
Type Material.
The male holotype and 12 paratypes were
collected at the tyf>e locality on October 24, 1963. at an elevation of
5,600 feet, from an unknown log, by S. L. Wood. The female allotype and nine paratypes were taken from the same log on July 29,
1963. One female paraty{)e was taken at Volcan Poas, Heredia
Prov.. Costa Rica, on July 14. 1963, at 7,700 feet, from an unknown
log, by S. L. Wood.
declivity simple,

Type Locality.

The type

series

—
—

is

in

my

collection.

Platypus connexus,

n. sp.

Fig. 18

This species is allied to prenexus Wood, described above, but is
readily distinguished in the male by the much more strongly developed processes on the elytral declivity.
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—

Length 4.0 mm., 4.3 tiraies as long as wide; color dark
Male.
brown.
Frons weakly convex, with a weak, transverse impression between level of antennal bases and epistomal margin; surface rugosereticulate, with rather sparse, small, shallow punctures; vestiture
sparse, inconspicuous.
Pronotum 1.4 times as long as wide; lateral constriction moderately deep, abrupt; surface subshining, minutely, closely punctured;
glandular pores absent.
Elytra 2.6 times as long as wide; striae 1 moderately, others
feebly impressed, the punctures small, impressed, not close; interstriae wider than striae; the surface with numerous, minute,
scratched points, almost reticulate; interspace 4 with impressed cavity at base as in prenexus. Declivity abrupt, very steep; interspace 1

attaining margin, moderately, narrowly elevated then obliquely reduced behind, not projecting, 2, 4, 5, and 6 end short of margin,

weakly

if at all elevated, 3 projecting as a broad, blunt spine beyond
sutural apex, almost equalling level of lateral terminal processes;
interspaces 7 and 8 apically join one another and continue with 9
onto lateral process; outer margin of 9 with a few very fine serrations; lateral terminal process appearing subretangular from above,
slightly longer than wide; the broad apical margin between bases of
lateral processes almost straight, very slightly rounded behind as
seen from above.
Third abdominal sternum armed by a pair of large, blunt spines
as in prenexus.
Type Locality.
Elevation 7,000 feet, Volcan Irazu, Cartago
Prov., Costa Rica.

—

Host.

— Quercus

Type Material.

sp.

—The

male holotype and one male paratype
were collected at the type locality from the bole of a large cut oak
tree on July 13, 1963, by S. L. Wood.
Both specimens are in

my

collection.

Platypus sertexus,
Fig.

n. sp.

19

This species is closely related to connexsus but is readily distinguished by the larger size, by the presence of a small spine at the

apex of interspace
interspace

5,

and by the

slightly larger, projecting spines

on

1.

—

Male.
Length 4.7 mm., 4.0 times as long as wide; color very
dark brown.
Frons weakly convex, with a weak, transverse impression between level of antennal bases and epistomal margin; surface rugosereticulate, with rather sparse, small, shallow punctures; vestiture
sparse, inconspicuous.

Pronotum 1.4 times as long as wide; lateral constriction moderately deej), abrupt; surface subshining, minutely, closely punctured;
glandular pores absent.
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Elytra 2.2 times as long as wide; striae 1 slightly, others feebly
punctures small, impressed, not close; interstriae nnich wider than striae, the surface with interstrial points
regular, obscurely impressed; interspace 4 with impressed cavity at
base as in prenexus. Declivity abrupt, very steep; interspace 1 moderately, narrowly elevated, forming a projecting spine having its
apex directed slightly mesad, 2 ends before declivity, 3 forming a
large broad, projecting spine almost attaining length of lateral processes, its lateral margin tapered mesad, 4 ending in spine of 3, 5
with a moderately small, projecting spine about equal in size and
length to that of 1, 6-9 ending in lateral process, 9 with a few fine
serrations; lateral process as long as wide, appearing square from
above, its inner apical angle (as seen from above) formed by the
if

at all impressed, the

inwardly curved costal margin of process.
Third abdominal sternum armed by a pair of large spines, their
spacing as wide as in biporus.
Ten miles southeast of Cartago on the PanType Locality.^
American Highway. Cartago Prov., Costa Rica.
The unique male holotype was collected at
Type Material.
the type locality on July 29, 1963, at an elevation oi 5,600 feet, by
S. L. Wood, from the same unidentified log that c-ntained prenexus.

—

—

The holotype

is

my

in

collection.

Platypus clunalis,
Fig.

n. sp.

22

The group to which this and the following two species belong
evidently was not represented in either the British Museum or in

'Ai^>i
18.

20.

connexus

onnexus

21.

24. cluniculus

prenexus

23. clunis

Figs. 18-24.
Declivity of Platypus males: 18, connexus;
annexus; 21, prenexus; 22, clunalis; 23, clunis; 24, cluniculus.

19,

''^X^

senexus; 20,

The Great Basin Naturalist

STEPHEN

68

L.

WOOD

Vol.

XXVI,

Nos. 3-4

the Schedl collection. As a group these three species are unique in
the relative simplicity of the dorsal structure and the remarkable
development of the last abdominal sternum. The large process on
this sternum at first appears to be the drooping apex of the abdomen, with its posterior face the last visible tergum.
Male.
Length 2.6 mm. (para types 2.6-2.8 mm.), 3.2 times as
long as wide; color brown.
Frons shallowly, broadly concave from epistoma to vertex; surface reticulate, with moderately sparse, fine, shallow punctures;
vestiture sparse, inconspicuous.
Pronotum 1.1 times as long as wide; lateral constriction neither
deep nor abrupt; surface finely, uniformly reticulate, with fine,
shallow, moderately abundant, obscure punctures.
Elytra twice as long as wide; basal margins acutely elevated
from suture to interspace 6; entire surface reticulate; striae not at all
impressed at base, their impression beginning just behind base and
gradually increasing until strongly impressed at base of declivity,

—

the punctures obsolete; interstriae narrower than striae, narrowly
margin, the carinae decreasing in height and
extending on 1 and 2 to basal fourth, and on
near middle of disc. Declivity short, abruptly
decreasing the height and acuteness until lost
near middle of declivity; lower declivital area subrugulose-reticulate, with a few fine, obscure granules and punctures indicated;
interspace 9 near declivital base beaded by about five rounded
granules; lateral angles rounded, not at all produced.
Last visible sternum with a very strong protrusion extending
ventrad, its median sagittal measurement from junction with elytra
to its apex a distance equal to 80 percent of the greatest width of
the segment; its profile as seen from behind with sides convex and
a pair of large, rounded tubercles at its peak; the process superficially resem.bling apex of abdomen.
Near Moravia. Cartago Prov., Costa Rica.
Type Locality.

carina te at decli vital
acuteness anteriorly,
lateral interspaces to
rounded, the carinae

—
—

Type Material.

The male holotype and

six

male paratypes
an eleva-

collected at the type locality on March 11, 1964, at
tion of about 1,500 feet, from an unidentified log, by S. L.
collection.
The type series is in

were

Wood.

my

Platypus clunis,

n. sp

Fig. 23

This species is allied to clunalis, but is readily distinguished by
smaller size, by the acute posterolateral angles of the elytra, and
by the basal constriction of the process of the last visible abdominal
sternum.
Male.
Length 1.1 mm. (paratypes 1.1-1.2 mm.), about 3.5
times as long as wide; color brown.
its

—

Frons shallowly, broadly concave from epistoma to vertex; surface reticulate, with sparse, moderately large, shallow punctures;
vestiture sparse, inconspicuous.
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Pronotum 1.1 times as long as wide; lateral constriction neither
deep nor abrupt; surface finely, uniformly reticulate, with fine,
shallow, moderately abundant, obscure punctures.
Elytra almost twice as long as wide; basal margins acutely elevated from suture to interspace 6; entire surface reticulate; striae
not at all impressed at base, their impression beginning just behind
base and gradually increasing until strongly impressed at base of
declivity, the punctures obsolete; interstriae narrower than striae,
narrowly carinate at declivital margin, the carinae decreasing in
height and acuteness anteriorly, extending on 1 and 2 to basal
fourth, and on lateral interspaces to near middle of disc. Declivity
short, abrupt, rounded, the interstrial carinae ending equally, somewhat abruptly, at upper margin; declivital face granulose; interspace 9 subserrate, ending in a short, acutely produced lateral process, an acutely elevated ridge continuing from its summit dorsomesad to a point in line with striae 5; lateral processes extend to a
plane about midway between declivital base and apex of suture.
Last visible abdominal sternum basally constricted, proportionately as high but much narrower than clunalis; process armed at
its summit by a pair of widely placed tubercles.
Similar to male except elytral striae not impressed,
Female.
but with very minute punctures indicated, interspaces not carinate;
declivity simple, pubescent, the setae short, abundant; last visible
abdominal sternum neither protuberant nor armed.
Playon, Puntarenas Prov., Costa Rica.
Type Locality.

—

—
— Cedrela mexicana.
Type Material. — The male

Host.

holotype and one male paratype

collected at the type locality from the above host on August 9,
1963, at an elevation of about 150 feet, by S. L. Wood. The female
allot}'pe and one male paratype were taken at Rio Damitas, San
Jose Prov., on August 22, 1963. at an elevation of 700 feet, from a
limb of an unknown tree, by S. L. Wood.
The type series is in
collection.

were

my

Platypus cluniculus,
Fig.

n. sp.

24

is rather closely related to clunis Wood, described
distinguished by its smaller size, by the abrupt, vertical declivity, by the acute lateral apical angles not being visible
from above, and by the more strongly constricted base of the process on the last visible abdominal sternum.
Male.
Length 1.9 mm. (male para types 1.8-1.9 mm.), 3.5
times as long as wide; color brown.

This species

above, but

is

—

Frons very shallowly, broadly concave from epistoma to vertex;
surface reticulate, with moderately sparse, fine, snallow punctures;
vestiture sparse, inconspicuous.

Pronotum 1.1 times as long as wide; lateral constriction not
deep, moderately abrupt; surface finely, uniformly reticulate, with
fine, shallow, moderately abundant, obscure punctures.
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Elytra twice as long as wide; basal margins acutely elevated
to interspace 6; entire surface reticulate; striae not at
all impressed at base, their impression beginning just behind base
and gradually increasing until rather strongly impressed at base of
declivity, the punctures obsolete; interstriae narrow^er than striae,
narrowly carinate at declivital margin, the carinae decreasing in
height and acuteness anteriorly, extending on 1 and 2 to basal
fourth, and on lateral interspaces to near middle of disc. Declivity
abrupt, almost vertical, the interstrial carinae ending gradually just
before the abrupt descent; declivital face granulose; interspace 9
subserrate. extending to the acutely pointed, posteroventrally directed, lateral apical angle, this angle not visible from above.
Armature of last visible abdominal sternum similar to that of
clunis but more strongly constricted at its base on all sides, the pro-

from suture

cess

appearing more

placed.

slender,

the

apical

—

tubercles

more

closely

Similar to male except elytral striae not impressed,
Female.
but with very minute punctures indicated, interspaces not carinate;
declivity simple, pubescent, the setae short, abundant; last visible
abdominal sternum neither protuberant nor armed.
Type Locality.
Ikuribisi, British Guiana.
Pouter ia guianensis.
Host.
The male holotype, female allotype and 26
Type Material.
paratypes were collected at the type locality from the above host
between October, 1948, and March, 1949, collection No. 53, by
D. J. Atkinson. Ten additional paratypes were taken at mile 10 on
the Bartica-Potaro road, during the same period of time, by the same
collector, from collection No. 70.
The holotype. allotype and most of the paratypes are in the
other paratypes are in my
British Museum (Natural History)

—

—
—

;

collection.

